THE TREES AND PLANTS OF MARLHILL COPSE

Marlhill Copse is rich in many different species of trees and shrubs, some native and some introduced during the
woodland's development as a ‘Valley Garden’ for the Townhill Park Estate.

|| The site is designated as ancient woodland and supports a number of ancient woodland indicator species, including
wood sorrel, dog’s mercury and honeysuckle. Whilst the woodland supports mature trees and shrubs which provide
high biodiversity value, such as ash, beech, oak and yew, there are also a number of introduced exotic species which
require control via future management.
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FUTURE MANAGEMENT

The woodland has been highly modified throu: he introduction of non-native ornamental shrubs over the
years.

The structure of the woodland is currently of an even age and dominated by mature trees, resulting in heavy
shading and a poorly developed understorey layer, largely absent ground flora and lack of herbaceous species.

| Future management will enhance the structure of the woodland, providing an uneven age structure with many
more wildlife habitat opportunities due to its greater diversity.

Selective thinning will ensure the woodland has a varied structure in terms of age, species, origin and open space
to provide a range of benefits for the biodiversity of the woodland and its future resilience.




